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STEP BY STEP




BUILDING BRIDGES

WHO NEEDS A HERO?

I do.

My heroes build bridges. My heroes pave the
way. My heroes don’t give up and don’t waste
time complaining. They walk the talk with a
long obedience in the same direction.

Moses was one of my heroes. His leadership
shaped the pathway into the Promised Land. He
helped to set the captives free. Herschell Turner
and Gene Proctor are among my heroes. In their
very own creative way these two African American
men set a standard for Baxter Community Center.
They branded us as racial reconcilers, as freedom
riders, as prophetic voices to a generation crying
out for hope. Earlina Libbett is one of my heroes.
She portrays hope every time I look into her deep
brown eyes of gratitude. I remember well her voy-
age into recovery and I marvel at the many ways
Earlina speaks truth into my life. My dad,
Seymour Koning is one of my heroes. He taught
me about integrity and
gave each of his five
daughters a legacy of
truth telling, humor and
gracious affection. My
son, Jackson is one of
my heroes. He reminds
me of the passion and
deep convictions that
young people
Because he is an artist,
he has taught me to
slow down and notice the beauty of creation, the
rhythms of grace and the meaning of being a
world changer.

crave.

Baxter has many heroes... some of them have
been exposed through our annual Opening Doors
Celebration and St. Francis Award Honorees.
Some are daily reminders walking alongside us
each day. Most of our heroes live ordinary lives in
extraordinary ways being youth mentors, foster
grannies, quiet, accurate tax preparers, faithful vol-
unteers, loyal staff members, skillful physicians,
visionary board members, generous investors and
little children who trust us to make their day safe
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and bring so much joy into
ours!

A HERO... Young people,
especially teenagers are cry-
ing out for heroes. Someone
who will help shape their
future, someone who will
help pave the potholed
streets of their hearts. What are we modeling?
Are we long-term faithful heroes regardless of the
struggle, pain or disappointments in our lives? We
need to model patient persistance in an overly
instant world. How can we become a hero? We
need to set standards.

Baxter’s theme for our 2007 Opening Doors
Celebration is “WALK THE TALK”. (See event
article). We want to continue to set a standard
for the markings of a hero... Someone with
vision and purpose... Someone who doesn’t
let their circumstances distract or discourage
them... Someone who is common and yet
extraordinary... Someone whose stedfastness
produces truth... Someone who walks the
talk...

In recovery, folks make a gratitude list. I'd like to
suggest we start making a heroes list. Who are
your heroes? Once you've made your list, share it
with someone. Knowing who our heroes are will
likely increase our gratitude list!

Baxter strives to build bridges...paving stone
by paving stone... of heroes for the next gen-
eration to walk across. A legacy of hope- a
new generation of world changers. An invest-
ment in Baxter allows us to continue to do the
work of bridge building, hero making, step by
step, day by day. Join us in this walk, will you?

Who needs a hero? We all do!
Listening for the footsteps on the bridge,

Melanie Beelen, Executive Director
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E E’?PE% @D Generous heart of empowerment and integrity modeling the beauty of giving
L—I so that the story of hope can unfold.

INCOME TAX PROGRAM
AT BAXTER

It's probably no secret that Baxter has a free income tax preparation program.
In 20006, Baxter prepared 1,650 tax returns accessing $1,224,000 total credits and
refunds. Thanks to 13 volunteers giving over 2000 volunteer hours! We were 1st
in the State of Michigan AARP sites for filings including Earned Income Tax
Credits and Child Tax Credits. Baxter was 2nd in the State AARP sites for the
number of Federal and State of Michigan files returned.

WHERE'S DEE?!

Many of you may have called Baxter over the past seven years. You may be won-
dering where that voice saying “Good morning Baxter Community Center; this
is Dee” has gone. Dee Lucas was the “hub in the wheel” for the administration
area for almost six years. In November (2006) Dee accepted a new position, as
the Community Development Coordinator in Baxter's Marketplace. Dee con-
tinues to inspire us as she develops the food and clothing program in the
Marketplace. Stop in and see her next time you are in the building!

FOCUS ON YOUR FINANCES

NEW FREEDOM CLASSES AT BAXTER.

Brian Jones, Community Outreach Coordinator and Cathryn Botts, volunteer
financial freedom class facilitator make a wonderful pair. Brian and Cathryn host
our 14-week classes on Thursday night. Interested in growing in your under-
standing in the area of financial literacy, accountability and freedom from finan-
cial debt? Call Baxter- 616-456-8593 ask for Brian.

WISH LIST

For volunteer opportunities and various other wishes, download the complete Baxter Wish List online:

WWW.BAXTERCOMMUNITYCENTER.ORG
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Earlina Libbett
Nyoka McKinney
Rev. Will Moore
Rev. Arthur Pearson
Vanessa Purcell
Jerline Riley
Belinda Robinson
Henry Salley
Darlestia Sutton
James Williamson

Saved to Serve
David Grogg

Mark Guess
Andrew Imhoff
Jon Koster

Gary Nelson

Doug Richards
Reginald Robinson
Jordan Sherrod
Terry Wannamaker

Calvin College
Andrea Blackwell
Aimee Brueker
Kim Bruinsma
Katera Buchanan

Melissa Burch
Steve Buter
Kristen Coleman
Meoshi Curey
Adrianna Davis
Betsy DeHaan
Whitney Doherty
Jason Ensing
Megan Folkerts
Isaac Fuchs
Deedee Genzink
Emily Geib

Nick Hopkins
Akaose Ibeaji
Nick Ippel
Elyssa Kalkman
Val Keary

April Kim

Katie Kolk
Krysta Kuipers
Tracy Lont

Emily Marsh
Marty Minnesma
Eric Nollet

Gina Overweg
Stephanie Parker

IN KIND DONATIONS

Andicott Florist

Andre Caldwell

Angie Bosscher & The Knitting
Sisters

Anna Dupac

Bayard Gallery

Bluewater Technologies, Inc

BN Designs

Carol Rienstra

Charlotte Booker

Christian Schools International

Comerica Bank

Community Media Center

Compucare

Crossfire Productions Inc.

Custom Printers

Dan Vos Construction

David Bonney

Dr. Lambert

Eastern Floral

Eikenhout Inc.

Famiy Fare

Foremost Insurance

G.R. Parks and Recreation

George Bayard

Gordon Food Service

Grand Rapids Griffins

Grand Rapids Jaycees

Grand Rapids Magazine

Greg Schierbeek

Herschell Turner

Hilbrands Landscaping

Holy Family Church

Hudsonville Christian School
4th Graders

Jerry Van Veen

Jill Meyers

Jim and Jill Childs

Joan Secchia

John Apol

John Merryweather

Judy Alphenaar

Karyl De Bruyn

Ken and Sandy Hofman

Shantavia Parks
Christine Prins
Jennifer Russ
James Spaan
Kristine Stevens
Emily Traut
Linnea Trippett
Brittany VanHal
Heidi VanKlompenberg
Brett VanderVeen
Katelyn VanNoord
Cassandra Vedder
Allison Walcher
Nathan Wybenga
Anna Zondervan

Misc. Projects

Alticor Employees

Calvin College Nursing
Program

Excel Charter School

Linda Heilman

Jenison Christian School

Jim Kotman

Rockford Christian School

Wealthy Elementary School

Phil Barnes

Kent Communications Inc.

Kent County Health
Department

Linda Kessler

Linda Shaw

Lori and Doug Eizenga

Martin and Mary Hollebeek

Mary Ann Keeler

Mary Mapes

McDonald’s

Messiah Missionary Baptist
Church

Miller Johnson

Nancy Ellens

Nancy Fritz

O’leary Paint

Our Lady of Consolation
Church

Pearl Banks at Neland

Printec

Reconciation Metropolitian
Church
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Special Painting Projects
Terry Barnes
David Beelen
Jackson Beelen
Rob Bell
Lawrence Bergen
Rick DeGraaf
John Knol

Randy Lohman
Kevin Reimink
Tom Smith

Tom Zandee

Volunteers for:

Winter Give-A-Way
Farmers Market

County Food Drive

Fix Up Day

Opening Doors Celebration

Fix Up Day Committee
Paul Bulthuis

Don Hamilton

Dave Hoekwater

Dale Rosema

Henry Salley

Rhoades McKee

Rick Clay

Rick Treur

Rockford Public Schools
Romence Gardens

Sand Manns

Sarah Fink

Sharon LaChappelle

St. John’s Home

Steve Warner
Sullivan-Schein

Target

Trinity CRC

Troy Reynolds

Van’s Pastry Shoppe
Vern Ehlers

Vos Glass Inc.

Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
Wolverine World Wide
Wyoming Police Department
YT Galleria
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